
Welcome back to all members of the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Executive following 
the summer break. 

We, the undersigned, believe that a key and urgent priority for the Assembly and the Executive 
must be to reach consensus on growing an education system fit for the 21st Century. 

In our view, quality educational outcomes for all must remain the immediate focus for the 
Executive and the Education Minister. This is best achieved within a reformed educational 
system in which children of all faiths or none, and regardless of ethnicity, cultural and social 
backgrounds, learn and are taught together in their local schools. This would make best use of 
scarce educational resources in a time of unprecedented reductions in public expenditure and 
would undoubtedly bring longer-term economic, educational and societal benefits to us all.

We believe that the above approach commands overwhelming public support as shown by the 
recent Ipsos MORI Attitudinal Survey and the Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey. We also 
believe that there is broad political support as evidenced in the recent party manifestos.

We therefore call on the Executive and the Education Minister:

To establish a Commission in this Assembly term. This Commission should be charged with:

To all members of the Assembly  
and the Executive

•

•

Bringing forward recommendations to resolve all the outstanding issues in education

Ensuring that these recommendations shape a system fit for the 21st Century in which all 
children learn and are taught together in their local area

To establish an area based planning framework that includes local people as well as other 
educational stakeholders to plan education on the basis of demand and demonstrable 
need

To ensure that all schools and communities are actively supported in developing local 
solutions which encourage meaningful sharing between and within schools 

To remove any impediments, legislative or procedural, that would hinder greater sharing in 
education

•

•

•

These recommendations should aim to have the confidence of civil society and attract broad 
political support.

In the mean time, in light of the significant pressures on the education budget, we call on the 
Education Minister to take the following actions, as a matter of urgency:
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Andrea Catherwood
Andy Pollak
Antony McIntyre
Association of Teachers  
and Lecturers NI
Avril Hall-Callaghan
Baroness May Blood
Bernie Finlay
Brian Friel
Bronagh Hinds
Children In NI
Ciara Moorehead
Ciaran Sheehan
Cooperation Ireland
Dan Sweeney
David Edgar
David Montgomery
David Watters
Dennis Taylor
Denis Bradley
Desmond Smyth
Desmond Wilson
Dr Andrew Scott
Eamonn Holmes
Early Years
Edward Wilson
Frank Carson
Frank Cushnahan
Peace Players International 
Gerald Steinberg
Geraldine Hughes
Harvey McGrath
Howard Hastings
Humanist Society of Ireland 
Institute of Directors
Integrated Education Fund
Inter-Faith Forum
Irish Congress of Trade Unions
Jake O’Kane
James Hagan
James Marshall
Joanna Lumley
Joanne Stuart
John Elliott 
John Heaslip
John Lowry
June and Jim Burgess
Libby Keys
Lisa White
Lord Diljit Rana
Martin Lynch
Mary Carberry
Nigel Gray
Neil Gordon
Northern Ireland Council  
for Ethnic Minorities
Owen McCafferty
Patrick Corrigan 
Paul Mullan 
Richard Finlay
Robert Gordon
Robin Wilson 
Rural Community Network
Sammy Leslie 
Save the Children
Sean Canning
Tim McGarry
Terry Cross
Terry Moseley
Todd Kelman
Tony Carson 
Tony McCusker 
Tony McMullan
Trefor Campbell
Trevor Ringland
Women’s Resource and  
Development Agency
Young Enterprise in NI

Signatories to date:
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